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Glorify the Name
I.  The Name that must be revealed
II.   The Name that brings protection
 
6 “I have revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.
 
Name association: what first comes to your mind when I say “Wendy’s?”  Triple-stacked burgers, frosty’s, excellent salads.  How about “Brian Brohm?”  Cardinal Stadium, football, quarterback.  How about “Tony Stewart?”  Home Depot, hot headed NASCAR driver, currently hot on the track.  How about “father?”  Dad, loving, disciplinarian, Mr. Fix-It.  How about “Heavenly Father”?   This morning our theme focuses on the 2nd Commandment, “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.”  The meaning behind this command instructs us how we can glorify the name of God.  God’s name is everything he reveals about himself in the Bible.  The names that he makes known tell us so many things about him.  The name the LORD, for example reveals to us that our God is a God who keeps his promises.  Creator tells us that he is the One who fashioned everything.  I AM reminds us that our God is eternal.  The name of God that we want to focus on today is the one Jesus spoke of in his prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before he was crucified.  As we study this prayer the Holy Spirit will lead us to glorify the name Jesus glorified, a name that must be revealed to us, a name that brings protection.  
I.  A name that must be revealed
You can learn a lot about other people just by looking at them.  If you see a well-groomed gentleman walking down the street wearing a nice suit and tie, shiny black wingtips, and holding a briefcase you assume he is a business man.  If on that same sidewalk you see a man wearing a greasy ball-cap, dirty overalls and work boots, and his hands are black with grime you may assume he is a mechanic.  While appearances can tell us much about individuals, they cannot tell us anything about a person’s income, personality, opinions or hobbies.  You can discover many characteristics about God just by looking at what he made.  The Appalachian Mountains, the mighty Ohio River and the rolling bluegrass… he is a God of beauty.  The way birds know where and when to migrate….he is a God of wisdom.  The moon and how its orbit affects the tides, the tilt of the earth’s axis and its orbit around the sun and how it affects the seasons….he is a God of order.  
 
However, there are a few things that you cannot know about God just by looking at his creation.  First of all, his name.  How would we have known to call him Creator and Preserver unless he revealed it to us in his Holy Word?  How would we have known to call him Father unless his Son made that known to us?  In John 17:6 Jesus acknowledged in his prayer that he revealed his Father’s name to the world through his ministry.  In Romans 10 the apostle Paul asks the question, “How can people believe in someone they have not heard of?  How can they have faith in the one who has not been revealed to them?”  This leads us to the second important characteristic about God that we cannot learn just by looking at the trees and mountains: we cannot figure out on our own the Father’s plan to save humankind from sin by sending his Son Jesus to save us.  That’s exactly why Jesus came, to reveal that good news to the world and to accomplish this good news for the world.  
 
Since the Son has revealed the Father’s name to us and made known his plan to save the world through Scripture, there is now so much for us to learn about him.  His revealed Word contains so much information that we can study it every day for the rest of our lives and pull out new treasures every time.  He has revealed also to us so many glorious names in the Scriptures that we have a difficult time remembering them all.  This morning we want to examine one name that he has revealed, the name that protects us.  
II.  A name that protects

First of all, some might ask, “Why do we even need protection?  We are fairly self-sufficient and independent people.  We can take care of ourselves.”  Jesus gives us the reason in his prayer.  Vs11 He prays, “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.”    The Teacher is praying for his disciples.  Because he was true God he knew that their faith would weaken as they watched with horror their Lord hang lifeless on a cross.  He knew that they would be afraid and hide in locked rooms after his resurrection.  He knew that they would be anxious after he ascended into heaven.  No longer would they be able to hide behind the security blanket of his physical presence but cling only to his promise, “I am with you always.”  He would be gone.  They would remain.  While they remained on earth Jesus knew that they would be scattered, persecuted, tortured and killed for the name of Jesus.  While they lived on earth Satan would tempt them to quit, to run away and hide, to not preach the gospel.  Jesus pleads for their protection, “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name.”  
 
You are still in the world.  And as long as you remain on this earth you need protection.  Like the disciples the sinful world wants nothing to do with you.  Jesus told his disciples and he tells you that people will hate you and persecute you because you put your trust and hope in him alone. (John 15:15ff)  People will become frustrated and angry with you because you will not budge on the unwavering truths of God’s Word.  As long as you are in this world you will be engaged in civil war with yourself.  You have a new self, created by God at your baptism, who always is eager to do God’s will.  On the other hand you have your sinful flesh, which you were born with, who wants nothing more than to see you disobey God’s commands.  Until you breathe your dying breath you will be at war (Romans 7:14-25).  As long as you remain on this earth you need protection from the evil one (John 17:15).  The devil wants nothing more than to see turn your back on the name of God.  The devil is out to get you.  The apostle Peter describes him as a roaring lion, prowling around, looking for someone to devour. (1Peter 5:8)  He will not stop until Christ calls you home.  You and I need protection, and so Jesus prays for you, “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name – the name you gave me- so they may be one as we are one.” (vs11)   How does the name of the Father protect us?  
 
Once there was a little boy who lived in a small town situated on the coast.  His father would take him for walks on the docks.  Every so often they would stroll past the long line of big yachts tied to those docks.  One day as they were admiring the expensive yachts a pit bull jumped off the deck of one of the boats onto the dock, barking ferociously at the little boy.  The father could have run away and left the boy to defend himself.  But he would not be acting according to his name, father.  Instead, the father boldly stepped in front of his son, pulled the boy behind him and out of harm’s way until the owner came out of the boat and retrieved his dog.  
 
Your Heavenly Father could have let that dog Satan attack you and devour you for all eternity.  The Father could have left you to your own devices and let you be dragged down to hell by the deeds and desires of your sinful self.  The Father could have allowed death to keep its strangle-hold on you.  But that wouldn’t describe the name Holy Father.  What does a father do?  A father guards his children.  He watches over them.  He cares for them.  He loves them and he holds them close.  A Holy Father carries out these actions perfectly and completely.     
Your Heavenly Father had a Son.  But in this story the Father didn’t put himself in harm’s way to protect his Son.  He put his own Son, his only Son, in harm’s way.  We might think that this is an unloving act on the part of the Father.  But the Son went willingly.  And the Father didn’t put the Son in harm’s way to protect himself.  He sent the Son to protect you and to make you children of the Heavenly Father.   The Son stepped between you and the devil and endured all of his attacks and never lost a fight to protect you, because he knew you would fall victim to the devil’s temptations again and again.  The Son didn’t have a sinful nature to persuade him to disobey the Father’s commands.  He was sinless.  He lived that flawless life to protect you because he knows you and I do not live without sin.  The Son was persecuted and tortured and finally killed to protect you because he knew that a thousand deaths like ours would have been all too few.  The Son then raised his body from death three days later to protect you, because he knew that you and I could never break the chains of death.  
 
The Son did all this to protect you from sin, your sinful nature, the devil, death and hell.  Now the Father demonstrates his love and care for you by giving this protection to you personally.  When water was poured on your head the Father’s name was spoken.  The Father attached the power of his name to that water to protect you from the consequences of sin.  He drowned your sinful nature, he washed away all your sins, he created faith in your heart and he gave you the gift of eternal life in heaven.  The Father continues to protect you in the Lord’s Supper.  In Holy Communion the Father protects you from the despair over your sin.  In this supper he promises you that his Son’s body and blood are truly present, the same blood that soaked the ground at Calvary, the same body that was bruised and beaten for you, for the forgiveness of your sins.  In the Lord’s Supper the Father reassures you that you are worthy to be called his dear child.     
 
You are a child of God through baptism.  You are strengthened through the Holy Supper.  Bu the devil still wanders around like a loose rabid dog, waiting to bring us into sin and shame, disaster and trouble.  But the Father has given us protection against that nasty, old dog; his name.  The devil hates to hear the Father’s name.  When troubles and hardship, sickness and poverty come our way the devil is right there to tempt us that this is evidence that the Father no longer loves you.  But when you immediately call upon the Father’s name, the devil runs away.  When the Father showers blessings on you the devil is right there to convince you that this is because of the work of your hands.  But when you immediately call upon the name of the Father in praise and thanksgiving, the devil leaves dejected.  When you sit down at every meal and thank your Father for the food on your table, when you call upon him to watch over you when we rise and when you lay down, when you daily pray, “Our Father in heaven,” Satan must flee.  In Martin Luther’s hymn “A Mighty Fortress is our God,” he writes, “One little word can fell him (that is, the devil).”  That one little word is God’s name, a name that has been revealed to you, a name that protects you. 
 
Let’s play the name association game one more time.  What’s the first thing that comes to your mind when I say, “Colonel Sanders?”  Finger-lickin’ good chicken.  How about, “Andre Woodson?”  UK football, senior quarterback.   How about “Lightning McQueen?”  Cars movie, fast, red racecar, Steve McQueen.  And I’ll ask again, how about, “Father?”  Loving, willing to sacrifice his own Son to protect you.  Go, this week, and glorify the name of the Father, who loves and who will protect you.  Amen.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
